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Introduction

Reservoir simulation plays a vital role as a diagnostics tool to better understand and predict reservoir
performance under various operating conditions and strategies during planning, developing, and
depleting of oil and gas reservoirs. This document presents a simple software to simulate one-
dimensional, single-phase, slightly compressible fluid (oil) flow in a reservoir. A basic case example
is presented with results.

Model Equation

The fundamental mathematical model that describes fluid flow in porous media is derived from
Darcy’s Law, material balance and an equation of state (EOS). For further information on the
formulation of flow equations, the text Basic Applied Reservoir Simulation by Ertekin et al
(2001) is recommended. In the case of one-dimensional (x-direction), slightly compressible fluid (oil)
flow, the equation can be written as:
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Solution Method

Finite difference method (FDM) is used to discretize Eq.1 and pressure is solved implicitly (implicit
backward difference). The linear system of equations to be solved for pressure is of the following form.

[A][x] = [B] (2)

Example Case

In this case example, we discretize a reservoir into 10 gridblocks as shown in Figure 1 with rock,
fluid and well data as provided in Table 1. Dirichlet and Neumann boundary conditions are assumed
at the western and the eastern ends of the reservoir respectively. We assume that the reservoir has
only oil, it is at an initial pressure of 6000 psia and it will be producing oil from two wells, each at
a constant rate of 75 STB/D from blocks 7 and 8. We evaluate pressure change over 1 and 3 years
at timesteps 5 days and 15 days respectively.

Figure 1: One-dimensional reservoir with 10 gridblocks (block-centered grid).
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Table 1: Reservoir rock, fluid and well properties.
Property Value Property Value Property Value

βc 1.127 Well 1 Rate (qsc) -75 STB/D ϕ 0.18
Kx 15 mD Well 2 Rate (qsc) -75 STB/D ct 3.5e−6

Bo 1 RB/STB Left BC (Neumann) 6000 psia ac 5.614583
µ 10 cp Right BC (Dirichlet) dp/dx = 0 Well Radii 0.25 ft

Results

The results are visualised in the following figures.

Figure 2: Results for timestep = 5 days over 360 days. Pressure decline wrt reservoir position and
timestep

Figure 3: Results for timestep = 5 days over 360 days. Pressure decline wrt gridblock and timestep
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Figure 4: Results for timestep = 5 days over 360 days. Pressure decline wrt gridblock and timestep

Figure 5: Results for timestep = 15 days over 3-years. Pressure decline wrt reservoir position and
timestep

Figure 6: Results for timestep = 15 days over 3-years. Pressure decline wrt gridblock and timestep
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Figure 7: Results for timestep = 15 days over 3-years. Pressure decline wrt gridblock and timestep

Table 2. Printed pressure values per timestep for year 2 and 3.
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Appendix

Figure 8: GUI for a single phase (oil) reservoir simulator (NB: accounts any number of gridblocks)

5


